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LAKEPORT &ndash; A local California Highway Patrol officer pleaded not guilty on Friday to allegations of fraud and
elder abuse. 
  The Lake County District Attorney's Office filed the felony charges on Wednesday against 48-year-old Kelseyville
resident Timothy Poindexter, a sergeant with the Clear Lake CHP office. 
  District Attorney Jon Hopkins said the charges arose out of an investigation his office conducted on a real estate
transaction in which Poindexter was purchasing property from an elderly Finley couple. 
  Poindexter pleaded not guilty during his Friday morning appearance before visiting Superior Court Judge Galen
Hathaway, Hopkins reported. 
  Hathaway released Poindexter on his own recognizance, Hopkins said, and ordered that Poindexter be booked the
same day at the Lake County Jail. 
  Fran Clader, a spokesperson with the CHP's Sacramento headquarters, said Poindexter has served with the CHP for
26 years. He has worked at CHP offices around the state, including Napa, Alturas and Gilroy. He joined the Clear Lake
CHP office in August 2001. 
  Hopkins told Lake County News on Thursday that after the charges were filed the CHP put Poindexter on administrative
leave, pending completion of an internal affairs investigation. 
  Hopkins said Deputy District Attorney Joyce Campbell is prosecuting the case. Representing Poindexter is Judy
Conard, an experienced defense attorney with Alvord & Conard law firm in Lakeport. 
  A call to Conard's office seeking comment on the case was not returned. 
  Poindexter is set to return to court for a preliminary hearing on July 13, Hopkins said. 
  E-mail Elizabeth Larson at elarson@lakeconews.com. 
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