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Governor honors fallen CHP officers
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WEST SACRAMENTO &ndash; Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger joined the families of several fallen California Highway
Patrol (CHP) officers Wednesday to honor and pay tribute to 210 officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice in their
service to the state of California.

The governor joined Business, Transportation & Housing Agency Secretary Dale Bonner and CHP Commissioner Mike
Brown in laying a wreath at the CHP Academy&rsquo;s Memorial Fountain.

&ldquo;l know the bravery and dedication to service these officers possess as everyday these men and women stand
beside me, willing to risk their lives to protect me and my family,&rdquo; said Schwarzenegger. &ldquo;These officers set
an example of courage and determination that all Californians can admire.&rdquo;

Whether it&rsquo;s pulling an impaired driver off the road, assisting a stranded motorist or protecting their fellow
officers, CHP officers have a commitment to service.

&ldquo;lt takes a special person to do the job these men and women do, people are running away from danger as they
walk into it,&rdquo; said Secretary Bonner.

The CHP Academy Memorial Fountain bears plaques engraved with the names of each of the Department&rsquo;s 210
officers killed in the line of duty since its formation 78 years ago. This year, Oakland area CHP Officer Brent
Clearmané&rsquo;s name was added to the fountain.

Clearman, 33, an Irag war veteran in the Marine Corps and sniper specialist, was investigating a collision on an onramp
to 1-880 in Oakland the night of August 5 when he was struck by a hit-and-run driver. The injured officer was taken to the
hospital where he died the next morning. He is survived by his wife, Cathy.

&ldguo;My heart goes out to the family and friends of these officers who made the ultimate sacrifice for keeping us
safe,&rdquo; said Commissioner Brown. &ldquo;lt&rsquo;s an honor to serve with these men and women in uniform who
are sworn to protect us everyday without any regard for their own lives.&rdquo;
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