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It's time for Clearlake's community to come together
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The Clearlake City Council has enthusiastically and proudly appointed Mr. Dale Neiman as our permanent city
administrator. Mr. Neiman possesses all of the attributes that our community has been looking for in our future leader.
We believe that Clearlake has finally found the diamond it has been in search of for so many years.

All of us as citizens can do our part so that Mr. Neiman and our city can succeed. This all begins with a dream that our
city has had for a long time. It is the dream of our city for our community to come together and work together. We can
build this dream if we all have a willingness to want to try to succeed.

Our community is a profile of many people from different walks of life. Some are business owners and professionals in
their prospective fields, some are hardworking citizens, some are retired and others are interested in the welfare of our
city. We all share various cultures and customs.

The one thing that we all share and have in common is that we all live within the community. It is the affection of our city
that we each possess in one degree or another and the respect for each other that will determine our city&rsquo;s future.
The opportunities within our city are at our doorstep, but we must open the door together.

The future of our city will always be surrounded by hopes and dreams which can become realities if we keep in the
forefront all of us working together for the betterment of our community. By doing this, we can achieve anything. We all
want a city that we can be proud of. No longer do we have to settle for less than we can do. Our successes are only
limited if we allow them to be.

Our city now has a fresh beginning. It is a beginning that we can all be a part of. We have learned that there are no
shortcuts to anywhere worth going. It is important that we come together, sharing in the thrill of our victories and the
agony of our defeats. Defeats will not weaken us, but rather they will strengthen us if we join together and remain united.
The strength we find in each other will help us meet the challenges that we face.

Our historical predecessors built our great nation with generations of people working together in order that our nation
would have a legacy to bestow on future generations. They stood together regardless of successes or failures, setting
the stage for our future. They gave us the tools to work with. It is now up to us to put these tools to use.

A community that works and builds together will always stand together. City officials cannot build this city alone. We can
only build our city with the help of our citizens, as the heart of the city is the people within. There is no elevator to
success. We must all climb the stairs together if we are to succeed. Embrace your city, as the city belongs to all of us.
When you help your city, you help your fellow neighbor. We are all equal, so we should all share in the equality of our
city.

America is the land of opportunity. Clearlake is the land of hope. It is time for all of us to exercise the will to make
changes in order that we begin to work together. Let us all join together so that no artificial barriers of any kind will ever
be able to cast a shadow over our city. Together, we can create the image that will become our city&rsquo;s legacy.

Let us all honor the splendor of the characteristics of our community, the richness of our various cultures and the
courage and fortitude to embark together on unchartered areas which will enrich the diversity of our wonderful
community. We can all be confident and proud that whatever we do, protection and preservation of public health, safety
and welfare will always surround our city.

Judy Thein is mayor of the City of Clearlake.
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