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Officials identify Saturday fatality
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LAKEPORT &ndash; The California Highway Patrol has issued a report on a fatal Saturday crash which may have
been caused by reckless driving.

The CHP reported that 61-year-old Wayne Stafford of Redwood Valley died as a result of the Saturday collision, which
took place at about 1:30 p.m. on Highway 20 west of Scotts Valley Road.

Stafford was driving his 1990 Harley Davidson motorcycle westbound on Highway 20 &ldquo;in a reckless
manner,&rdquo; passing other vehicles at high speeds while passing over double yellow lines in a right curve, according
to CHP.

The road surface was wet due to the day's rainy weather, and the CHP reported that Stafford lost control of his
motorcycle while passing over the double yellow lines.

The CHP report said the motorcycle went down on its left side and ejected Stafford onto the pavement.

Thomas Brower, 51, of Ukiah was driving his 1995 Toyota eastbound at between 50 and 55 miles per hour, according
to the CHP. He hit the brakes but was unable to avoid hitting both Stafford and his motorcycle as they slid into the
eastbound lane.

Stafford was transported to Sutter Lakeside Hospital where he died of his injuries, the CHP reported. Brower was
physically uninjured.

E-mail Elizabeth Larson at elarson@lakeconews.com.
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