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LAKE COUNTY &ndash; The California Highway Patrol (CHP) is advising California residents to be aware of people
soliciting donations on behalf of the department&rsquo;s members. 
  Officer Josh Dye of the Clear Lake CHP office said he was recently notified that a local woman had received a call from
someone claiming to be a CHP officer from the local office who was seeking donations for a charity. 
  Dye reported that the woman later received a letter that looked official and had instructions for where to send her
donation. 
  &ldquo;The CHP does not seek out donations in this manner,&rdquo; Dye said in an e-mail message. 
  Dye said that the local CHP office has participated in the local &ldquo;Tip A Cop&rdquo; fundraiser, as well as activities
for Special Olympics, but, he added, &ldquo;We will never call seeking funds.&rdquo; 
  CHP headquarters in Sacramento also reported that many people around the state in recent weeks have reported
receiving letters and phone calls requesting the donations to the &ldquo;American Association of State Troopers&rdquo;
that support their CHP members. 
  The CHP warns that these letters and calls are not from representatives of the California Highway Patrol or its retirees. 
  &ldquo;The CHP, its officers, its unions, our Widows and Orphans Fund, and The 11-99 Foundation never solicit funds
from the general public by phone, mail, Internet or in person,&rdquo; stated CHP Commissioner Mike Brown. &ldquo;If
anyone contacts you claiming they represent CHP officers or their families and seek contributions, tell them no.&rdquo; 
  The 11-99 Foundation is a nonprofit organization of individuals who contribute to CHP employees and their families in
time of need. 11-99 is the CHP radio code for officer requiring help in an emergency.  Information about the
CHP&rsquo;s 11-99 Foundation is available by visiting www.chp11-99.org . 
  As per the CHP&rsquo;s written request in November 2006, the American Association of State Troopers agreed to
discontinue using the department&rsquo;s name in soliciting donations. However, it appears letters and phone calls are
again surfacing.  Anyone with questions or concerns please contact your local CHP office. 
  &ldquo;We appreciate the public&rsquo;s desire to help our families in their time of need, but I want to emphasize that
we are not and have not been soliciting funds,&rdquo; said Commissioner Brown. 
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