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In the blink of an eye, the life as you know it could change forever. A poor decision or an unwise action could affect you,
your family, friends as well as those that you don&rsquo;t even know. 
  Every 15 minutes, someone in the United States is killed or seriously injured in an alcohol-related collision. 
  I refuse to call these traffic accidents simply because the term &ldquo;accidents&rdquo; implies that these crashes
resulting in injuries or deaths are unavoidable, when, in fact, they are predictable and preventable. This is particularly
important when referring to alcohol-related traffic crashes since drinking and driving is the conscious (albeit impaired)
choice of the driver. 
  Many of us have a sense of invincibility that it can&rsquo;t happen to me. It can and it does. We all know someone who
has either been the victim or the cause of such crashes because the statistics show that approximately one-third of all
fatalities are caused by the impaired driver. 
  With this in mind, the decision is yours to make. Do I take the chance and gamble that I can drive safely to my
destination after drinking or throw away life as I know it, possibly destroying my future and the futures of those around
me? 
  The choice is yours. 
  Lance Mino is an officer with the Clear Lake office of the California Highway Patrol. 
  If you have any questions about this article or ideas about future ones, contact CHP Officer Adam Garcia, 279-0103. 
  {mos_sb_discuss:4} 
  
  

Lake County News | California

http://lakeconews.com Powered by Joomla! Generated: 21 November, 2009, 15:07


